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THE OPERATIONS OF G COMPANY, 116TH INFANTRY (29TH
INFANTRY DIVISION) IN A DAYLIGHT AND NIGHT ATTACK ON
ST«CLAIR-SUR-ELLE, NORMANDY, FRANCE, 12~13 JUNE 1944

{HORM&NDY GAHP&IGH)
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of Company G,
116th Infentry, 29th U.S. Division in the capture of ST=
CLAIR-SUR=ELLE, NORMANDY, FRANCE, during the drive to ST, LO.

In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary to
diacﬁss briefly the major events which led up to this action,

On 6 June 1944, the long eweited second front on the
EUROFEAN CONTINENT was created byltha landings on the NOR«
MANDY COAST of FRANCE of the Americsn First end British
Second Armies. (See Map A4)

The American V Corps, using the lst and 29th U.3. In-
fantry Divisions In the assault, landed on OMAEA BEACH. (1)

The 29th Division continuod its succesaful drive Inland
until on 11l June, it had reached a poslition genereally élong
the north banks of the ELLE RIVER. (2) (See Map B)

THE CGENERAL SITUATION

In the atteck plaﬁ for 12 June, the dlvieion's main
effort was to be made by the 1156tk Infentry, with the 175th
Infantry in defensive positions on the west flank of V Corpse
and the 116th Infantry in reaa;ve. The 115th was ordered to
attack acrose the ELLE RIVER at 0500, 1ts objectives ST«CLAIR=
S8UR-ELLE and COUVAINS, in en operation which would protect

(1) 4a-1l, Map No, I
(2) A-l, Pe 154 & Map No. XV
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the right flank of the 2d Division as it advanced on HILL
192, (3) ' 1

At the end of a day of hard fighting, the 115th had
either been held or forced to withdraw to 1ts starting posi=-
tion along the north banks of the ELLE RIVER. (4)

The 116th Infantry was\%ﬁertad at 1630 to take over
the attack of the 115th, (5)

The 24 Battslion, 116th had olosed into a bivouac earea,
near L'EFPINAY-TESSON, at 1630, at the campletionréf a 12
mile march and hed just completed setting up its perimeter
defense,

G'Goﬁpany haed visions of a.geoQ/nights‘reat when at
1800, a jeep from battalion hesdquarters drove up with the
messege for the compeny commender to report to battalion for
an attack order, The message elso contained instructions for
G Company to'prepare for sction and to move to the road in
vicinity of battalion headquarters to meet the company come
mander when he had received the battalion order. (6)
| G Company was in good condition physically but in need
' of an apportunity t6 clean up, since it had been in conw=
tinuous contact with the Germana*éinoe early nofning ef 6
June, The morale was high desplte having had a fifty per=
cent loss in personnel. The supply of small arms ammunitien
and mortar shells was adequats, but artillery fire hed not
been available due to the loss at sea of the artillery-batn
talion which normslly supported the 116th Infentry. The
Company's communication consisted of one SCR 300 in the bate

talion nete (7)

(3) A=l, p. 154

(4) A=, p. 155

(5) A=, p. 155

(6) Personal knowledge
(7) Personsl knowledge




THE BATTALION PLAN

When all the company ooﬁmanders had been assembled, |
the.battalion commender gave his order. The battalion had
been given the mission of cspturing ST-CLAIR=-SUR-ELLE-that
evening. The.order of march would be G, E, H, F, Eaadquarta:a-
The directlon south on the road on which we no; were., When
aﬁkad for more 1nformation; the battalion ;;Qhﬁnder explained
there was no further information at the present time but that
the regimental commander would meet the battalion.about i

mile down the road Qnd give further instructiomns. (8)
| The G Company Commender left the battalion C.P. snd met
his compeny ready to move on to the road.

The compeny executive officer had already assembled the
platooﬁ leaders. They were given all the informatlion theam
available, There being no tr&n&portation immedlately avalle
able, the compeny commander and platoon leaders went ahead
on foot to find the regimental commsmder, The executive
officer was to bring up the company. .

The regimental commander was met at the cross roads
about 500 yards north of the ELLE RIVER., His orders were
brief. He ordered G Company to atteck on thg left of the
roed, oross the ELLE RIVER and continue on and take ST-CLAIR.
When aska@ if there was any enemy infofmation, the regiﬁental
. commander stated that theré wes en anti-tsnk gun jJjust across
the river and it had Imocked out three of our tanks.

The head of G Company was now about 300 yards away.

The regimental commandsr wented o know how long before the
company could atteck. The company commender weanted 465 minutes

(8) Personel knowledge



- put the fagimental commander stated that he could get down to

the river on his knees in 45 minutes and that he would give

the company 15 minutes to get going., The time was now 1915.
The company commandér told the regimental commander that

G Compsny had no supporting weapons except its own 60 wm mor-

tars. A Captain, forward observer, from the 58th Fleld Artil-

lery Battallon was'immediately attached to G Company. The regl-

mental commandér wes verylinsistant that the attack stert im-

medlately to take adventege of the remalning daylight. (9)

THE COMPANY PLAN OF ATTACK

The platoon 1eaders,.having been preﬁent during thé entire
conversation between the regimental and company commanders, were
aware of the general situation and the lack of time to prepare
properly for such an attack.

The attack plen of G Company was in a caluﬁn of platoons
in the order of 34, 2d, 1st with the light‘machina gun section
in support of the 33 Platoon. The mortar section was to set up
and be prepared toc fire on the river crossing as soon as pos-
sible. The artillery was to open firc_as‘suon as observation
on the river céuld be gottan.- However, the Artillery forward
obaefver could not contact his battelion by redlo end no fira
could be expected until wire was lald or enother radio gotten.
The weapons of H Company were not available and the time dld
not permit them to be brogght up for the initial part of the
attack. The line of departure was the road running esst and
west sbout 300 yards north of the ELLE RIVER. (10)

9] Personal knowledge
(10) Personal knowledge



HARRATION

THE ATTACK ON THE ELLE RIVER

The 3d Platoon, led by Lieutenant John R, Hall, crossed
the line of_departure at 19356, (See ¥ap C) The platoon's
right flank gulded on the road designated as the axis of ad-
vance, Due t0 seversl hedgerows rumning perpendiculsar to the
direction of attack snd an orchard, the ﬁlatoon was lee to ad=-
vance to the last hedgerow before the river without recelving
a shot from the Gérmana. It was hoped the crossing of the riv-
er would be esasy. Thellead squad of the 3d Plstoon had left
the cover of the last hedgerow and was crossing the river when
the Germans opened fire. Two rounds of fire from an anti-tang
gun end heavy small arms fire quickly killed or wounded all
eight men of the sguad. Lieutenant Hall, reallzing, that 1t
would be unaeless to try to force a crossing of the river in the
face of such strong resistance snd without supporting fire, had
the remainder of his platoon stay back of the hedgerow and fire
across the river. The anti~tenk gun had been losated. The
60 mm mortars were pleced on the anti-tank gun, and as was later
determined, destroyed the gun by setting it on fire., (11)

From the position now held by the remainder of the 54
Piatoon, the comp#ny comuander and his platoon leaders had
their first look at the ELIE RIVER end the terrain on both
sides, The river was only about 30 feet wide and appeared to
be eamily fordable once reached, but it lay in the middle of
a draw sbout 125 yards wide. The slope of the ground on both
.sides was sharp ﬁnd'withcut any cover, The ground on the |
1117 Porsonal kmowledge; Stetement of Lts John R, Hall




opposite side of the river rose abruptly to a helght of about
30 feet and was heavily wooded and covered with brush and vines.
The prospects of crossing the river without ertillery and mor-
tar support did not look aasﬁr. The battalion C.P. was contact-
ed end given the situation. Morter end srtillery support was
reqguested., Battellon replied that it could not get eny artll-
lery but had alre'ady gent an 81 mm morter observer &nd a ple-
toon of machine guns from E Company to support G Company, and
that E Compeny was attacking on the right of the road. Also
that the battalion commander was on his way to G Company. At
this time the i'egimental connender sppeared end wanted to know
what was holding up the company. The company commender explain-
ed the situatlon bﬁtl the fegimantal commander was -very dis-
| pleased snd ordered the sttack to get going immediately. (12)
The 81 mm noftar observer and platooﬁ of machine guns from
H Company had arrived ‘and were placed in position to fire.
Hoaﬁr small arms fire could now be heard on G Company's
riﬁht end 1t was assumed this waz coming froﬁ E Company's at-
tack across the road. - -
The attack was contih{iad at 2000 with two 'ﬁlatoons , the
24 snd 34, with the 24 on the left. All machine guns and mor-
tars were to fire for two minutes before the two rifle platoons
_ asseulted mcross the river, Artillery fire was not yet avail-
able, |
| The supporting machine guns and mortara opened fire and
two minutes later the two rifle platoons made the attacks
'Thias_ att#ck was also beaten back by heavy small arms fire by
the Germsns along the entire front. |
It was now 2015 and the sun had set, Battelion was again
meraozﬁi Enowledge




informed of the situation.

Sergesnt John Haggerty from the 1lat Platoon was ordered
to take his squad of seven men on a reconnﬁissance to the Com~
pany's left flenk and locate the flank of the eneﬁy, It was
plenned 1f the enemy's flank could be determined, to use the
1st Platoon in s wide flanking movement on the positlon now
faced by the 24 snd 34 Platocons. The patrol was never seen
agein, (13) |

At 2020, the artillery forward obsgrver'succeeded in fir-
ing his first rouwnd., The artillery was.quickly registered., The
‘lst Platoon was then committed on the left of the 24 Platoon.
Can pletoons were to atteck after a four minute preparation of
all supporting Weapons. |

‘During the preperation, a force of sbout 20 Germans was
observed running south on the ST~CLAIR ROAD. They were quickly
engaged by machine gun and rifle fire, The 34 Pletoon, realiz=
ing that the enemy was withdrawing,‘began to assault lmmedlate-
1y after the artillery lifted. The 24 and lst Platoons, seelng

the 33 advencing across the river, quickly followed. (14)
ADVANCE TO ST=CLAIR

G Compény was now across the river and about 800 yarda
beyond. The ST-CLAIR ROAD, et this point, takes a sharp right
-turn snd due to approaching darknass; G Company Commander cell-
ed a halt to get organized. A report of progress was made to
the battalion C.P. by radio. Battalion ordered the attack to
éontinne to ST-CLAIR. |

The lst Battalion began passing through the left flank

(13) Personal kmowliedge
{14) Personal knowledge
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of G Company on its wey to COUVAINS. In doing so, the 1lst
Platoon of G Compeny became confused and went along with the
1st Battalion for some 500 yerds before it realized its mis-
take. This caused a delay in G Company's reorganiéation. (15)

The reorganization was completed at 2200. 1t was now
dark. Noise made by the lst Battalion on the left and the re-
mainder of the 2d Battalion on the right could be rlainly heard
but wes some distence awsy. ST-CLAIR was now about 2000 yards
aweY .

@ Company continued the attack with the lst Platoom on the
road and the remainder of the company about 75 yards to the left
of the road end in a colusmn of platoons, Visibility was now
limited to ebout 26 yards and the men were kept closed up to
keep contact. |

The compeny moved rapidly end without receiving a shot for
the next 1000 yords. The movement was not as quilet as it could
have been and may have caused the Germens to think 1t wag a
largar‘force than a company. Eight prisoners were taken and
sent to the rear.

A German machine gun suddenly opened fire on the platoon
using the road. The fire was all high and caused no casualties,
The gun fired about 100 rounds and then became-quiet. Before
any sction could he started againﬁt the gun, the Germans came
out on the road and 3avé up.  There were four of them, The
prisoners were willing to talk. Sergeant T. T. Fettinger,
platoon sergeant of the lat Platoon, sould spesk German and
got the information that ST-CLAIR was occupled by & company of
bicyele troops. Also, that there were trenches and gun em-

placements already dug around the outside edge of the town.

TiB] TPersonal knowledge; Statement by Sgte Norton
10 |



The time was now 2300,

The men were getting sleepy and at sach halt a great
many would go to slsep and it was difficult to get going agein.
Radio communication with battallon headquarters was out. How-
ever, the battaelion executive officer and 3«1 slong with F Com-
pany had moved up and jolned on the end of G Gompany.' The bat-
tallon executive officer was ﬁraught up to date on the situa-
tion and G Company's plan to continue on until ST~CLAIR was
reached. The exact location of the remainder of the battalion
and‘the battalion commander was not known. The execubive of=
ficer gave his epproval of G Company's plan and the company
again moved out with the first platoon on the road and the re-'
mainder of tha'oompany about 76 yards off to the left, wilth
connecting files in between. (16)

The company ad§anced the remaining distance to the edge
of ST-CLAIR without any opposition. When the first bulldings
wore reached, the company was halted and a reconnalssence was
made., The lst Platoon was used for this reconnaissence., The
trenches which the prisoners had told of ﬁere quickly located,
They extended to the left of the road and ran for about 200
yards and were unoccupied. The lst Platoon croased these
‘trenches and was preparing to cross a hadgerow which surround-
ed what looked 1like a barn and s small orchard, when they'weré
challenged in German, Since the platoon was sgainst the hedge=-
row and in a good position, every man froze and remained sil-
ent but ready and walted for the Germans to make the next move,

The next move by the Germans came shortly. It was an
offer to surrender if two Americens would come into the barn
to talk to their officer. This didn't sound too good. The
 TI8) TFersonal knowledgs '
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Company Commsnder, Sergeant Morton, snd Sergeant Fettinger

had a quick conference and decided td tell the Germana they
would yaﬁe to come to the Americans., However, Sergeants Morton -
and Fettinger were willing to go into the barn. Even before the
Germans were glven the answer, it became apparent what they were
.up to. They tried to rush the hedgerow, firing thelir weapons
end shouting loudly. But the platoon was ready with rifles end
hand grensdes., The Germans were beaten off and gave up the at-
tack. Some could be heard moaning as if badly wounded. The

1lst Platnon'suffered one casualty. (17)

The lst Platoon then withdrew t0 the remsinder of the com=
pany. DBy this time practicelly every man, except the lst Pla-
toon was asleep and very difficult to weke up. The time was
now about 0030 and the company had been on the move for 18
hours.

Realizing that it was hopeless to try to continue into
ST-CLAIR, the compeny commender contected the bettelion execu-
tive officer. It was declded to occupy the German trenches
and some adjoining hedgerows, contact the battallon commander,
let the men get a little rest, and continue at daybreak.

A petrol was sent to contact the battalion ecommander and
give him our location and situatlion. F end G Companies were
organized in an all round déf&nsive position, The artillery
liatson officer had very wesk radic contact with his artillery
but enough to put herassing fire to include some WP rounds in-
to ST-CLAIR. The WP started two fires which gave some visibility
in the direction of the town, Most of the men msnaged to get
a little sleep during the remaining hours of darkness but due
to the company's isolated and uncertain position, there was no
T17) Perszonal knowledge
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relaxation on the part of the officers and NCO's,

The patrol to the battalion commander raﬁurned with ine
formation as to his and E Company's location end that the at=
tack would continue at daybreak. (18}

During the night considerabla actlvity to include move=
ment of what was ﬁhought to be tracked vehicles could be heard
in ST-CLAIR., At one time movement of what was ﬁhought to be'
& tank wes heard on the left flank. With all of this activity,
it sounded verfwﬁ;;h like the Germans were getting ready to
attack aﬁ daylight.

At the firat sigh of daybresk, sll men were awakened,
alerted, and gotten ready for the expectgd attack,

It came shortly after daybreak and aided by a fog which
hfd settled during the night, the attacking Germans were able
to get within about 75 yards of G Gompany's-pdsitiona before
being seen. Iuckily, the attack came in a sector covered by
a section of machine guns from H Company. The attack conslate
ed of about 40 Germens with thelr small arms. The attack was
beaten off, principally, by mechine gun fire but aided by some
rifle fire. The platoon leader of the machine guﬁ platdon was
killed and nine Germans were later counted dead. (19)

About 30 minutes later when 1t waslapparent that the Ger-
mans were not going to sttack agaln, G and F Gonpapies moved
out, G Compsny on the right. |

As soon as ST-CLAIR was entered, the Germans could be
seen, mounted on bicycles, trylng to get out. There was con-
siderable small arms firing done by G Company at ﬁhaae bleycle
mounted CGermans and many were killed.

T18) Personal knowledge
(19) Personal knowledge
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The company neadeﬁ no urging t§ move through the town to
the far side. When the far side of the town had been reached,
' _E;Eggggg;migémpqgggqnisod and walted for the remainder of the
battallion. The battalion commander and E Gompaﬁy arrived short-
1y and ST-CLAIR was organiged for defense. (20)

To éﬁhwup the results of this action: G Company advenced
a tqtal of 3000 yards end captured an objective which an entire
battalion had falled to take the day before. The company sufe
fered s total of 27 casuslties, nearly one-third of its total
strength., It had killed 19 Germans by actual count and taken
17 prisoners. The action had been fought pradominatély with
small arms. G Company had received limited artillery and morter

support because of pcor commmnicstion. No artillery and mortar

' fire was received from the Germems.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. PREPARATION

The operation was successful desplte the lack of good
planning gnd preparatibn.. G Company was glven only 15 mlinutes
to meke an attacke This did not permit the employment of the
battalion weapons in the initial phase of the attack. It is
believed thﬁt had enough time been given to allow the artillery
and mortars to be used, the attack would have been succeassful

on the first attempt and with fewer casualties,
2e¢ SUPPLY AND EVACUATION
Supply did not present a problem in this operation, How~

ever, there was no plan in the battalion order for evacuation

(280] Personal knowledge
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of wounded snd prisoners. To evacuate the wounded and pri- |\
soners during the hours of 2200 and 0600 of 12-13 June, it *%f'sgﬁx
was necessary to furnish large escorts for the 24 miles back v
to the battalion aid stetion. In & situstion of this kind, |
ald stations and higher hesdquarters must be prepared to move

up in order to shorten lines of evacuation and communication.

3, THE OBJECTIVE | A

In my opinion, the objective was pot too large for a \
battsllon. However, the committing of the battalion piacansat\' \
rather then & coordinated attack of two compsanies abreaat de-"
layed the sccomplishment of the mission.

4, ENEMY DEFENSES

G Company did not receive a single round of artillery or
morﬁﬁr fire during the operation. This, undoubtedly, alded in
the quick accomplishment of the mission. The high ground just
south of the ELLE RIVER had bqen well prepared by the Germans
for defense. Well dug in positions for riflemen and automatilc
weapons enabled the Germens to place flanking fire on the at-
taqkars. These positions, alded by the natural csmouflage,
were almoat impbssible to locate, Strong dorqnsive posaitlons
hed been prepared at ST=CLAIR, but these wers denled the Ger- !

mang'by the rapld advance of G Company.

Pt it e i B e e e

S\l ACTIONS OF THE REGIMENTAL COMMANDER

A Regimental Commander should not lssue orders direct to
a company commander as was done in thls case. fhe battalion

commander of the 2d Battalion was a very competent offlcer,
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but was not allowed to run his battalion in this case and a

J

great deal of confusion resulted,

6+ DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION

A battalion of the 115th Infantry Regiment, earlier on
the same day, had falled to cross the ELLE RIVER in the'aectorf'

_\..-

assigned to G Company. It was definitely known by higher R

headquerters that the river line was strongly defended by & A

A

the Germans but this information was withheld and the infer= "
ence was that the crossing would be easy and only take a few
minutes. Psragraph one of an attack order calls for all
enemy informetion. Had G Company been giien this information,
the attack plen would have had two platoons in the attack .
initially instead of one.

LE3SSC0NS

l. A frontal attack againat woll dug in small arms 1is

e i

coatly without mortar and artillegz Braparations.

SR M E

v 2. Planning and coordination should not be nacrificad

WIS ay e kAo inkgie P R T

gL ot Ll

for apead.
e e BRR

S« A poor plan woll executed can be successful,.

+ 4+ When the enemy wishes to discuss surrender terms,
make him come to you.
"7 5. Bighteen hours is too long for troops to be contine

uously moving by foot without rest and slsep.
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